
TERM 2 
 

 

 

Friday 1st May 
Yr 11 & 12 GBC Formal ‐ CANCELLED 
 

Thursday 7th May  

Mother’s Day Event & Coon Food Truck  

‐ CANCELLED 
 

Tuesday 12th—Thursday 14th May  

2020 NAPLAN (Yr3,5,7,9) ‐ CANCELLED 
 

Thursday 21st May  

College Open Day 9am ‐ 3pm ‐ TBA 
 

Friday 26th June  

Last Day Term 2 ‐ 1.05pm Dismissal ‐ TBA 

 
 

2020 TERM DATES 

Term 1 Thur 30th Jan ‐ Fri 27th Mar 

Term 2 Tue 14th Apr ‐ Fri 26th Jun 

Term 3 Tue 14th Jul ‐ Fri 18th Sep 

Term 4 Tue 6th Oct ‐ Fri 4th Dec 

Principals: Mrs Judy Sobey and Mr Neil Wetmore No. 7 May 1st 2020 

Geelong Baptist College 

590 Anakie Road,  

Lovely Banks, Victoria, 3213 

Phone: (03) 5260 9999 

Mobile: 0490 555 514 

Email: enquiries@gbc.vic.edu.au 

Web: www.gbc.vic.edu.au 

Term 2 Office Hours:   9.00am ‐ 4.00pm 



CANTEEN UNAVAILABLE – 
TERM 2 
 

Please note, there will be no canteen 

or provision for purchasing food on 

site for Term 2. 

YOU’LL GET THROUGH THIS 
 

Everyone goes through hard mes. But, some mes, it’s more than hard. It’s overwhelming. 
 

Several years ago, I had $19.13 in my bank with a stack of unpaid bills and no clue how they would get paid. My three 
younger children and I were living with my parents. My car needed serious repairs (as in — it could become inoperable 
at any me) and there was not enough food in the fridge and pantry. I had been looking for more work for a long me, 
but we just kept falling further and further below the poverty line. 
 

I felt hopeless and terrified. Ashamed and frozen. Walking into walls disoriented and filled with grief. In a pit of despair 
and fear.  Friend, if you’re stuck in a pit, I get it. 
 

Jesus weeps at the very sight of you. Not tears of shame but tears of joy. He calls for you. “Come to Me, all of you who 
are weary and carry heavy burdens, and I will give you rest” (Ma hew 11:28 NLT).  
 

One foot of distance is too much. He wants us to come near. All of us… Come. Come. Come.  
These are unprecedented mes the world over. More people are struggling with staggering troubles and worries than 
ever before.  And more than ever, we need the hope of Jesus. 
 

God is in the business of redeeming the broken. He was then. He is s ll.  
 

Joseph in the Old Testament (the coat of many colours Joseph). Joseph’s journey started in a pit, despised and sold by 
his brothers. He was a man who learned that pits have no easy exit. But, with God, we can get through them. 
 

God gets us through stuff. Through the Red Sea onto dry ground (Exodus 14:22), through the wilderness (Deuteronomy 
29:5), through the valley of the shadow of death (Psalm 23:4), and through the deep sea (Psalm 77:19).  
 

Joseph’s life and God’s Word teaches us: 
You’ll get through this. 
It won’t be painless. 
It won’t be quick. 
But God will use your mess for good. 
 

He is with us. He is with you. Right with you. 
 
An excerpt from ‘You’ll Get Through This’ an online Bible Study by Max Lucado 

2020 TOURS AND OPEN DAYS ‐ TBA 
 
 
 
 
 
 

College Open Day 9am‐3pm      Thursday 21st May 
College Twilight Tours 6pm‐7pm     Tuesday 13th October 

Please telephone the College if you would like to arrange an  
appropriate social distance tour. 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT CASH 

ADVANCE TO  

INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS 
 

Geelong Bap st College will abide by 

the guidance provided by the  

Victorian Government and will  

con nue online learning and teaching un l directed by the Victorian  

Government to do face to face teaching. 



SECONDARY 
 

It has been quite inspira onal to be in the office and talk to parents who have come in to collect and drop off work for 
their children. What has been so gra fying is the recogni on that everyone is trying their best under the circumstances. 
I have not yet had a conversa on with a parent who has felt that remote educa on is un‐achievable for them. The  
recogni on of tears and frustra ons along the way is quite understandable and perfectly normal. 
 
Families are sharing with me how they are using their own techniques to get their children to remain focused and  
engaged. I am hearing posi ve narra ves and it seems evident that social connec ons within the home are becoming 
more meaningful, children more responsive and responsible. I have heard from parents that they are si ng down to 
dinners as a family, playing games and interac ng more. Surely we would all agree that this is a posi ve to come out of 
a very nega ve circumstance? Our children are learning to become independent workers, to be intrinsically mo vated 
and the benefit of sharp focus when a emp ng a task. For our children, these are skills will be invaluable for the rest of 
their lives and would not easily learned in the rush of everyday 'normal' life. 
 
For our students who are introverted, this may be a very comfortable me for them while extrovert students are likely 
to be frustrated by this isola on, and desperate to get out of the house. It is important to recognise this and to  
encourage our children who are more insular to be keeping contact with their peers. These interac ons will help them 
when they return in that they will not have lost contact and therefor feel reluctant to return once restric ons are li ed.  
Parents and students who have had very full lives with a er school dancing, footy, soccer etc might be finding this quite 
an anxious me. A full and pressured metable being cleared out can leave one with the sense that they are missing 
out or that programs on offer are not sufficient. This FIMO (fear of missing out) may simply be because of an empty 
schedule. One needs to acknowledge these feelings and help students by recognising their anxiety (and ours) and reas‐
suring them (and ourselves) that we will find a way to succeed.  
 
Below is a link to a 6 minute talk by a renowned psychiatrist and neuro‐scien st, Dr Jud on the topic of “Helping our 
kids (and ourselves) express emo ons and work with uncertainty”. I would encourage you to take a few minutes out of 
your already unclu ered schedule to watch the video. I found it very helpful and a good reminder of what I can do as a  
parent to help both my family and myself. Dr Jud says that, 'stress, anxiety and other emo ons are running high for 
many people right now. But if you’re a parent with kids at home, trying to juggle work, homeschooling, and the overall  
uncertainty, your house may feel like an emo onal minefield. Your kids are also trying to make sense of everything, and 
may not be reac ng in “normal” ways. And even if you don’t have kids at home, your inner child probably isn’t feeling 
very safe or secure right now.’ 
 
h ps://www.youtube.com/c/DrJud?mc_cid=edace986c5&mc_eid=8259ac88f3 



STUDENT AND FAMILY WELLBEING: SELF‐CARE 
 

While cha ng to parents about their experiences during this me of remote learning, it is clear that the experiences 

are as varied as each student and their family circumstance is unique. Whatever, you are experiencing, let us remember  

there is no right way, let us not be hard on ourselves, but rather be kind to ourselves as well as others.  

I hope that this quote from a blog will reassure many parents "come June, July or September or whenever, teachers will 

use their superpowers to get our kids back on track, our job is really just to keep them undamaged so that they can be 

taught" (www.theparentswebsite.com.au).  In the mean me, here are some self care ps for you all: 

1.  Get Outside. (where possible during these mes) 

2.  Unplug. 

 Deliberately take a break form technology. 

3.  Try an Outdoor Workout. 

  Research shows that working out in the great outdoors boosts mental health,  may decrease tension, anger and  

 depression.  

4.  Pay it Forward. 

 By helping others, we actually help ourselves, too. Lending a hand not only boosts mental health, but may also  

 lead to a longer life. Volunteering also posi vely affects self‐confidence, self‐esteem, and general wellbeing. 

5.  Breathe the right scents. 

6.  Be Mindful. 

 Focusing on the present ‐ without judging how we feel and what we think ‐ can be both a libera ng and healthy  

 prac ce. Studies show that ge ng in‐tune with ourselves through mindfulness decreases the burden of stress 

 and depression, helps us see ourselves in a truer light, and may even help keep our minds from wandering. 

7.  Meditate. 

 Medita on is proof that it does not take a ton of me to do a mind and body good. Just a few minutes of  

 quietening your mind can help relieve stress. Other benefits include a boost in compassion and emo onal  

 stability, and some research suggests that medita ng could even keep winter illness at bay. The best part? Its 

 benefits con nue even when we’re not medita ng—consider it the gi  (to yourself) that keeps on giving. 

8.  Turn up the Tunes. 

 If you’ve ever no ced that certain songs bring a smile to your face, you’re not alone. As it turns out, science has 

 taken note, too. Research shows that listening to music makes already posi ve emo ons even more intense, and 

 upbeat music in par cular can do great things for your mood. 

9.  Eat More Fruits and Veggies. 



10.  Become a Bookworm. 

 Research suggests that reading on a regular basis keeps the mind sharp as it ages, and reading fic on in par cular 

 makes for more crea vity and a more open mind. Cracking open a book may also improve sleep and make us 

 more empathe c. 

11.  Laugh Out Loud. 

 There is a reason people say laughter is “the best medicine”: Chuckling and giggling benefit our mental and  

 physical health, especially when combined with exercise. Giving into a case of the funnies can improve our overall 

 quality of life, while ge ng goofy with other people can help us connect with the people we laugh with and  

 foster our rela onships.  

12.  Get Enough Zzz’s. 

 There are tons of things that can sabotage our sleep, whether it is pu ng in long work hours, a late night  

 catching up with friends online, an unse led baby or just catching up on your favourite tv‐show. The problem is, 

 skimping on shut‐eye can hurt job produc vity, make us choose to eat larger por ons, and may lead to illness 

 such as heart disease and diabetes. Priori se snooze me for a happier, healthier you. 

13.  Declu er. 

 Some researchers believe that clu er can stress us out and bring us down. Why not use this me at home to sort 

 through and purge disorganised papers, clothes, knickknacks, or whatever else is crowding our lives. This simple 

 ac on may help us be more produc ve, cheerful, and calmer. 

14.  Indulge in a warm bath. 

 Set aside some me to experience the complete and total bliss of a warm and relaxing bath. It can soothe both 

 the mind and muscles, improves sleep quality, and reducing stress. 

(Taken from wwww.lifeskillsgroup.com.au) 

Keep safe and healthy 
 

Anne Wetmore, Chaplain 

REIGNITING MOTIVATION 
 

While in isola on, many students may be struggling with mo va on since in the normal course of life, we are energised 
by those around us. In the classroom, this fizz and buzz of energy o en leads students to become mo vated and pushes 
them to excel. Most o en we are not consciously aware of compe on nor do we consider the benefit that  
compe on brings. Place students on a basketball court and one will see a natural level of compe on arise, a er all, 
nobody wants to be on the losing side.  
 

In isola on though, it may feel like we are playing a game of chess against ourselves, and each move which solicits no 
response, can cause our levels of mo va on to fall. When in isola on, where there is a lack of natural compe on, our 
children, like us, can become demo vated.  
 

There are ways that we can endeavour to help our children to reignite that mo va on. 
Below is a link to an ar cle from the ISV website (Independent Schools Victoria). This website o en contains great  
ar cles and is well worth visi ng regularly. 
 

h ps://www.theparentswebsite.com.au/andrew‐fuller‐reigni ng‐teenagers‐mo va on/ 
 



SPACE CRAFT 
 

Year 3 students have been  
enjoying using their crea ve  
design skills to make space cra s 
from recycled materials. Take a 
look at the wonderful projects 
they made at home. 



 



YEAR 3 WORK 
 
Zach Boyd (below), Henry Devlin (right) 



YEAR 7B EGG ART 

                
 

       
 

       
 
       
 

 



ANZAC DAY CEREMONIES—LEST WE FORGET 
 

Anzac Day ceremonies and marches are cancelled this year. However we would s ll like to be able to commemorate the 
occasion as a College. 
Through Moodle, Pastoral Care teachers invited our students to follow the RSL's sugges on and go out into their  
driveways at dawn and observe a minute's silence. 
 

This experience is something I’ll never forget. It was simply breathtaking. Candles ligh ng up the street and the sound 
of the last post echoing throughout. A me of uncertainty and confusion brought light to a dark me!!! My neighbours 
and I were brought to tears!! If you didn’t get up early ANZAC morning, I hope that you paused for a minute or two to 
respect. The sacrifice and service these Australian Men and Women did for our country so many years ago, will never 
be forgo en!   Sara Ramaker, Year 12 College Captain. 



Joel Bernoth (le ), Ethan Lubcke (Middle) and Armahni Saha (right) at the ANZAC Driveway Dawn Service 

105 years ago, the ANZACs were set with the task to take the Gallipoli peninsula. It was the first ba le that the Anzacs 
fought and being the first major figh ng that Australian and New Zealand men were going into, they were all hopeful 
and excited to get into the fight and show what we were made of. Unfamiliar with the hardship of war and when they 
landed on the beaches, they were hit when the hard reality of war as they went into ba le. It was 7 months un l Allied 
troops were given the order to evacuate Gallipoli, and about a month later, on December 20th 1915, the last ANZAC 
troop had le  Gallipoli.  
 

Every year we pay tribute to remember the sacrifices that were made. Although the circumstances of this year have 
caused people all around to make sacrifices of some kind, we do not let that stop us from showing gra tude to those 
who fought and suffered loss. At the start of the year we were all hopeful to start this new decade off well and excited 
for what we hoped was good mes. We should remember the hardship that the ANZACs went through those hundred 
years ago and let that keep us going in this me of hardship.   Tynan Knight Year 12 College Captain. 



HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

It's a Happy April Birthday to the following students ...  
 

Ryder Mulhearn 1st, Tommy Kovak 6th,  
Gemma Walters 8th, Thomas Markovic 8th,  
Abbey May Adams 10th, Olivia Goodear 10th,  
Nathan Bradley 12th, Monisha Jones 17th,  
Saffron Gibson 19th, Sienna Haines 21st,  
Charlee Morrow 22nd, Olivia Thompson 23rd.  

 
 
SINCERE THANKS 
 

Hello Carrin and Johnnie, I just wanted to express my sincerest 
thanks for all of the work that I can only imagine that you have 
done to get remote learning happening.  I am really enjoying  
seeing more of what Jarrod does at School and as always I  
appreciate the pa ence that Jarrod has always needed with his 
learning style. I can see so much value with a whole range of new 
skills that Jarrod has learnt, such as how to begin an email or 
online message He has decided li le things like how he wants to 
sign off his name, open, close and navigate new computer  
programs and using the things around you for increased learning. 
He has engaged in Indonesian classes with his Sister. Also a huge 
thank you for pu ng chores on the daily task list. Jarrod has  
always been happy to do things around the house, we have now 
created a weekly list on the fridge and this is the first thing Jarrod 
does (without reminding) at the beginning of his day. So just a 
huge thank you to yourselves and the whole staff team for what 
you have achieved, you should be so very proud and all no doubt 
while you are juggling your own family lives.   
 

Sincere regards Cheryl Jenkins‐Overall 
 
 

FUN AT HOME 
 

Lucy (5/6K) read your note on Moodle and wanted to share with 
you some of the things she has been doing a er she finishes her 
school work. We have been baking, and also ‘chalking our walk’. 
She asked me to send you the a ached photos. 
From a parental perspec ve, my husband and I would like to offer 
our congratula ons and apprecia on to all of the staff (primary & 
secondary) for the wonderful work they are doing. Both of our  
children are in daily contact with their teachers and we are all  
feeling very supported. Great work GBC. 
 

Thanks, Amanda Szabo. 
 
 

THANK YOU 
 
There are many le ers from the community sharing their  
gra tude. GBC staff would like to thank the community for  
suppor ng us as we navigate this challenging me. 



Ewan Carson doing some Maths work earlier in the week and Saffron Gibson baking her ANZAC Biscuits 

Mason Barbuto connec ng with his friends. 



REMOTE LEARNING 
 

Travis Pullen (le ) and Armahni Saha (right) studying at home 

 
 

Ethan Lubcke sharing his dining table (le ) and Gigas boys reading (right) 



 


